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April 4, 2022 

 
Charles D. Blanke, M.D. Chairman, SWOG 
Attn: Membership Department  
SWOG Operations Office  
4201 Medical Drive, Ste. 250  
San Antonio, TX 78229-5631 
 
RE: Change of SWOG Institutional Principal Investigator for the University of Arizona Cancer 
Center 
 
Dear Dr. Blanke: 

I hereby tender my resignation as SWOG Principal Investigator, effective April 11, 2022, as I will be 
leaving the University of Arizona Cancer Center in May. I would like to thank you for the trust and 
the learning opportunities, as I have learned much about the inner administrative workings of the 
SWOG organization and the Cooperative Group process. 
 
In the continuation of our Institution's long history with SWOG, it is my great pleasure to 
nominate Rachna T. Shroff, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, as our new SWOG 
Principal Investigator, also based at the University of Arizona Cancer Center in Tucson, 
Arizona. Dr. Shroff has been an active member of SWOG at our institution since 2018 and 
serves as a member of the SWOG Gastrointestinal Committee, as well as national PI of 
SWOG S1815. 
 
Dr. Shroff received her medical degree in 2004 from Thomas Jefferson University, in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. From 2004-2007 she did an Internship and Residency at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri.  Dr. Shroff completed a fellowship in 
Medical Oncology at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center from 2007-
2010.  She remained at MD Anderson Cancer Center as Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology from 2010-2017 and as Associate 
Professor from 2017-2018. Dr. Shroff joined the University of Arizona Cancer Center as 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Tenure-Track in 2018. She currently serves as the 
Medical Director of the Clinical Trials Office and of the Arizona Clinical Trials Network 
(ACTN), Chief of GI Oncology, Interim Division Chief of Hematology/Oncology and 
Associate Dean, Clinical and Translational Research at the University of Arizona College 
of Medicine-Tucson. Dr. Shroff is board certified in Internal Medicine and Medical Oncology 
currently directs our Gastrointestinal Clinical Research Team. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Daniel Persky, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
SWOG institutional PI  
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	Rachna T. Shroff, MD, MS
	Current Position
	Associate Professor of Medicine, Tenure-Track
	Chief, Section of GI Medical Oncology
	Leader, University of Arizona Cancer Center GI Clinical Research Team
	Director, Clinical Trials Office
	Associate Dean, Clinical and Translational Research – UA College of Medicine-Tucson
	Associate Professor, Cancer Biology-GIDP
	Medical Director, Arizona Clinical Trials Network (ACTN)
	Department of Medicine
	Division of Hematology/Oncology
	University of Arizona Cancer Center
	Tucson, AZ
	Personal Information
	E-Mail:   rshroff@email.arizona.edu
	Chronology of Education
	Chronology of Employment
	Licensure
	Board Certification
	Honors and Awards
	Service/Outreach
	Local /State outreach
	National/International outreach
	Institutional Committee Activities
	2020-   Medical Director of Arizona Clinical Trials Network (ACTN)
	2021- University of Arizona Cancer Center Search Committee
	2021-   Associate Dean, Clinical and Translational Research – College of Med.
	2021 – 2024  AACI CRI Steering Committee (elected)
	Member of Editorial Review Board
	Journal Reviewer
	Professional Memberships/Activities
	Publications/Creative Activity
	https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0066-2672
	Book Chapters/Invited Articles
	Publications
	Media
	Work in Progress
	Conferences/ Scholarly Presentations
	Conferences and Symposia Invited
	Presentations at National or International Conferences
	Invited
	Seminar Invitations from Other Institutions
	Abstracts:
	Awarded Grants and Contracts:
	Industry Sponsored:
	Role:  Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Agios Pharmaceuticals
	Protocol ID: 014547-00001
	Open Date: 7/11/2018 – 7/13/2022
	Role:  Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Halozyme
	Protocol ID: 014819-00001
	Open Date: 9/28//2018 – 8/21/2022
	3. Phase 3 Multicenter, Randomized, Double-blinded, Active-controlled, Clinical Study to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of Lenvatinib (E7080/MK-7902) in Combination with Pembrolizumab (MK-3475) Versus.
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp.
	Protocol ID: 0155888-00001
	Open Date: 07/11/2019 – 06/22/2023
	4. A Phase I, Open-Label, Dose Escalation Study of PRS-343 in Patients with HER2-Positive Advanced or Metastatic Solid Tumors.
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Pieris Pharmaceuticals
	Protocol ID:015095-00001
	Open Date: 04/04/2019- 02/27/2023
	5. Phase II/III Study of Tas-120 in Patients with Advanced Solid Tumors Harboring Fgf/Fgfr Aberrations.
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Taiho Oncology
	Protocol ID: 155346-0001
	Open Date: 05/24/2019 – 02/04/2023
	6. A Phase III Randomized Trial of Gemcitabine, Cisplatin, and Nab-paclitaxel Versus Gemcitabine and Cisplatin in Newly Diagnosed, Advanced Biliary Tract Cancers.
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: SWOG / The Hope Foundation
	Protocol ID: 852030
	Open Date: 02/01/2019 – 01/31/2023
	7. A Phase III Multicenter, Open-Label, Randomized, Controlled, Study of Oral Infigratinib Versus Gemcitabine With Cisplatin in Subjects With Advanced/Metastatic or Inoperable Cholangiocarcinoma
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: QED Therapeutics
	Protocol ID: 874910
	Open Date: 08/31/2019 – 08/30/2023
	8. A Randomized, Controlled Phase 3 Study of Cabozantinib (XL 184) in Combination with Atezolizumab versus Sorafenib in Subjects with Advanced Hepatocellular Carcinoma Who Have Not Received Previous…
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Exelixis Pharmaceuticals
	Protocol ID: 00891505
	Open Date: 10/25/2019 – 10/24/2023
	9. A Phase 3 Double-blinded, Two-arm Study to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of Pembrolizumab (MK-3475) versus Placebo as Adjuvant Therapy in Participants with Hepatocellular Carcinoma and Complete Rad.
	Role: Principal Investigator, Industry Trial
	Sponsor: Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp.
	Protocol ID:
	Open Date: 10/31/2019 – 10/10/2023
	10. Pancreatic Tumor Landscape as a Predictor of Therapeutic Response
	Role: Co-Principal Investigator
	Sponsor:  Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
	Protocol ID:
	Open Date:  07/01/2020 – 06/30/2022
	11. A Phase II/III Trial of Neoadjuvant FOLFOX, with Selective Use of Combined Modality Chemoradiation versus Preoperative Combined Modality Chemoradiation for Locally Advanced Rectal Cancer Patients Undergoing Low Anterior Resection with Total Mesore...
	Role: Principle Investigator
	Sponsor: SWOG / The Hope Foundation
	Protocol ID: N1048
	Open Date:
	12. A Randomized Phase II Study of Perioperative mFOLFIRINOX versus Gemcitabine/Nab-Paclitaxel as Therapy for Resectable Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma
	Role: Principle Investigator
	Sponsor: SWOG / The Hope Foundation
	Protocol ID: S1505
	Open Date:
	13. A Randomized Phase 3 Study of Nivolumab plus Ipilimumab or Nivolumab Combined with Fluorouracil plus Cisplatin versus Fluorouracil plus Cisplatin in Subjects with Unresectable Advanced, Recurrent or Metastatic Previously Untreated Esophageal Squam...
	Role: Principle Investigator
	Sponsor: BMS
	Protocol ID: CA209648
	Open Date:
	Pending
	14. A Phase III Multicenter Open-Label Randomized Trial to Evaluate Efficacy and Safety of FOLFIRINOX (FFX) versus Combination of CPI-613 with modified FOLFIRINOX (mFFX) in Patients with Metastatic Adenocarcinoma of the Pancreas
	Role: Principal Investigator
	Sponsor: Rafael Pharmaceuticals
	Protocol ID:
	Open Date:
	15. An Open-Label, Multi-Center Trial of STUDY DRUG in Combination with Durvalumab in Patients with ASPH+ Locally Advanced Unresectable or Metastatic/Recurrent Solid Tumors.
	Role: Principal Investigator
	Sponsor: Pharm-Olam
	Protocol ID:
	Open Date:
	16. A Study of the Molecular and Clinicopathologic Characteristics of Patients with Hepatobiliary Cancers
	Role: Principal Investigator Sponsor: MGH
	Protocol ID:
	Open Date:
	Teaching Responsibilities:
	Mentoring Fellows, Residents, Medical Students:
	Mentees:
	2018 -  Aaron Scott, MD, junior faculty investigator – University of Arizona Cancer Center
	2019 -  Francisco Martinez, MD, Internal Medicine PGY-1: Research – University of Arizona
	2019 -  Nishant Mungala, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine PGY-1:  Research - University of Arizona
	2019 -  Shreya Sharman, MD, Internal Medicine PGY-2: Research – University of Arizona.
	2019- Ritika Halder, MD, Internal Medicine PGY-1: Research – University of Arizona
	2021 -  Keyla Verenice Falcon – Thesis Committee - CMM Master’s program University of Arizona -May 2021
	2021 -  Junaid Arshad, MD, junior faculty investigator – University of Arizona Cancer Center
	2021- Michael LaPelusa, Internal Medicine PGY-2 – Vanderbilt University Medical Center
	List of Major Collaborators on Grants and Publications for the Last Five Years:
	Teaching Responsibilities:
	1. Medicine Grand Rounds “Novel Targets in Biliary Tract Cancers: Lessons From an ‘Orphan’ Disease” University of Arizona, Department of Medicine, Tucson, Arizona, 12/5/2018
	2. Fellows Core Lecture “Biliary Cancers” The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 04/12/2019
	3. Fellows Core Lecture “Mapping the Pathway for Success as a Clinical Researcher” The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 11/7/2019
	4. Fellows Core Lecture “Pancreatic Cancer” The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 12/6/2019
	5. Fellows Core Lecture “Mapping the Pathway for Success as a Clinical Researcher” The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 11/5/2020
	6. Hepatology, Journal Club “cholangiocarcinoma” University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ (virtual)
	7. Gastroenterology Fellows Conference “Updates in the management of HCC and Cholangiocarcinoma” University of Arizona, Tucson, 12/9/2020 (virtual)
	8. HemOnc Fellows Journal Club – Article Reviews: https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1915745; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2045%2820%2930157-1/fulltext;https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2...
	8. HemOnc Fellows Journal Club – Article Reviews: https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1915745; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2045%2820%2930157-1/fulltext;https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2...
	9. Translational Research Workshop (Arizona Biomedical Research (ABRC) 4/8/2021
	10. Fellows Core Lecture “Mapping the Pathway for Success as a Clinical Researcher” The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 11/2/2021




